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UNEP is the custodian agency for 25 SDG 
indicators, including:

• 8.4.1/12.2.1 Material footprint, material footprint 
per capita, and material footprint per GDP 

• 8.4.2/12.2.2 Domestic material consumption, 
domestic material consumption per capita, and 
domestic material consumption per GDP

The EW-MFA Questionnaire for SDGs was developed by 
UNEP in late 2021 to validate global estimates and collect 
national data for SDG reporting on 8.4.1/12.2.1 and 
8.4.2/12.2.2
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Data collection
Background information

First data collection 
in

2022

Data collected every

2 years
Not contacting 

countries that report 
to

Eurostat

2nd
data collection for 
MFA indicators in 

2024
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Process
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EW-MFA Questionnaire for SDGs
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Methodological support

Global manual on EW-MFA: 

UNEP (2023). The use of natural resources in the economy: A 

Global Manual on Economy-Wide Material Flow Accounting

• First published in 2021

• Revised in 2023

Translated into:

• Arabic, French, Russian and Spanish
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https://wedocs.unep.org/handle/20.500.11822/36253;jsessionid=A5781145463327FABDD534FF8788E01C
https://wedocs.unep.org/handle/20.500.11822/36253;jsessionid=A5781145463327FABDD534FF8788E01C


Country support tool

• Provides the basic structure required for 

these accounts, as well as several 

simple tools for calculating some 

categories of materials

• Aligned with the EW-MFA global manual

• Published here

• Translated into Arabic, French, Russian, 

Spanish is coming

EW-MFA Compiler
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https://wedocs.unep.org/handle/20.500.11822/41948


• Coverage: 217 countries/territories
• Period: 1970 – 2024 
• Aligned with the SEEA Central Framework
• Provides indicators on extraction and direct trade of raw materials, as well as indirect trade flows (including 

material footprints)
• Material categories: biomass, fossil fuels, metals, non-metallic minerals (disaggregated into 13 sub-categories)
• Main data sources: FAO, UNSD, UN COMTRADE, IEA, US EIA, World Mining Data, British Geological Survey, US 

Geological Survey

Here
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https://www.resourcepanel.org/global-material-flows-database


Outcome

Once the data is collected, estimated, and validated, 
it is published on official UN portals, including:
SDG Global Database
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/dataportal/database

UNEP SDG Data Hub
https://sdgs.unep.org/sdg-data/

National Scorecards by UNEP’s WESR
https://wesr.unep.org/scorecard/

The data is also used in SDG-related publications, 
such as The Sustainable Development Goals Report 
presented at High-level Political Forum
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https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/dataportal/database
https://sdgs.unep.org/sdg-data/
https://wesr.unep.org/scorecard/


www.unep.org
United Nations Avenue, Gigiri
PO Box 30552 – 00100 GPO 
Nairobi, Kenya

Thank you

Patryk Guenther
Statistical Analysis Specialist, SDG and Environment Statistics Unit
patryk.guenther@un.org
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