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Sustainable Development Goals

• 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs)

• 169 targets

• 244 indicators developed by 
the Inter-Agency Expert 
Group on SDG Indicators 
(IAEG-SDGs)
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/indicators
/indicators-list/
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Custodian of 26 environmental indicators

• There are more than 
80 SDG indicators 
related to the 
environment.

• UN Environment is 
the custodian agency 
for 26 environmental
indicators.



UN Environment as Custodian Agency
26 Indicators

6.3.2  water bodies with 
good ambient water quality
6.5.1 integrated water 
resources management 
6.6.1  extent of water 
related ecosystems

8.4.1 material footprint per capita, 
and material footprint per GDP
8.4.2 domestic material  
consumption

12.1.1  SCP national action plans 
12.2.1  / 12.2.2 material 
footprint/domestic material cons.
12.3.1.a Global food waste index
12.4.1  information Chemicals & Waste 
12.4.2 Hazardous waste
12.5.1 National recycling rate
12.6.1 corporate sustainability 
12.7.1 sustainable public procurement
12.a.1 R&D for SCP / EST
12.c.1 fossil‐fuel subsidies

14.1.1 coastal eutrophication
and floating plastic debris 
14.2.1 national EEZ managed 
using ecosystem based 
approaches
14.5.1 protected  marine areas
14.a.1 research in the field of 
marine technology

15.1.2  Terrestrial/freshwater 
biodiversity sites  - protected 
15.4.1 protected areas  
mountain biodiversity
15.9.1 Aichi BD Target 2

17.7.1 funding for DC countries 
to promote environmentally 
sound technologies
17.14.1 policy coherence of SD
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UN Environment’s role in the IAEG-SDGs

Support the work of the IAEG-SDGs) in developing 
environment-related indicators, in improving environmental 
monitoring, and in developing and implementing statistical 
standards:

• development of metadata of SDG indicators for which UNEP is the lead 
(26 indicators), co-lead, or supporting (additional 50 indicators)

• methodology development

• yearly reporting on progress on SDG indicators for the UN Secretary 
General’s SDG progress report
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Inputs to the UN SG’s report on SDGs (2016)

a) submitting data to the UN 
Statistics Division (UNSD) on the 
SDG indicators that are UN 
Environment's responsibility;

b) acting as the primary or co-author 
for the content in the SDG 
chapters 6, 12, 13, 14 and 15;

c) contributing to the cross-cutting 
analysis and peer reviewing the 
document as a whole.

https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2016/
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UN SG’s report on SDGs (2017)

• UN Environment reported on 8 
SDG indicators

• Also provided proxy type 
information for 4 additional 
indicators

https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2017/



8.4.1, 8.4.2, 12.1.1, 12.2.1, 12.2.2, 12.3.1, 12.4.1,
12.4.2, 12.5.1, 12.6.1, 12.7.1, 12.a.1, 12.c.1
Sustainable consumption and production, including
material flow accounts, chemicals and wastes, 
environmental policy, food waste and fossil fuels.

Ocean related indicators on marine litter, acidification, 
marine management and coverage of protected areas

Environmentally sound technology and sustainable 
development policy

UN Environment Indicators

6.3.2, 6.5.1, 6.6.1

14.1.1, 14.2.1, 14.5.1 

17.7.1, 17.14.1

Water quality, water resource management, and 
freshwater ecosystems

Protected areas, including mountains, national targets for the 
CBD, ODA and public expenditure on biodiversity conservation

15.1.2, 15.4.1, 15.9.1, 15.a.1, 15.b.1
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IAEG-SDGs Tier classification 

• Tier 1: Indicator conceptually clear, established 
methodology and standards available and data regularly 
produced by countries

• Tier 2: Indicator conceptually clear, established 
methodology and standards available but data are not 
regularly produced by countries

• Tier 3: Indicator for which there are no established 
methodology and standards or methodology/standards 
are being developed/tested.

https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/iaeg-sdgs/tier-classification/



8.4.1, 8.4.2, 12.1.1, 12.2.1, 12.2.2, 12.3.1, 12.4.1,
12.4.2, 12.5.1, 12.6.1, 12.7.1, 12.a.1, 12.c.1

UN Environment Indicators (2017)

6.3.2, 6.5.1, 6.6.1, 6.a.1, 6.b.1

14.1.1, 14.2.1, 14.5.1 

15.1.2, 15.4.1, 15.9.1

17.7.1, 17.14.1

Tier 1

Tier 2

Tier 3



8.4.1, 8.4.2, 12.1.1, 12.2.1, 12.2.2, 12.3.1, 12.4.1,
12.4.2, 12.5.1, 12.6.1, 12.7.1, 12.a.1, 12.c.1

UN Environment Indicators (2018)

6.3.2, 6.5.1, 6.6.1, 

14.1.1, 14.2.1, 14.5.1 

15.1.2, 15.4.1, 15.9.1, 15.a.1, 15.b.1

17.7.1, 17.14.1

Tier 1

Tier 2

Tier 3



ELGDB - Data access and data download

• Environment Live World data: 
https://environmentlive.unep.org/regionscountries
Allows the user to visualize data by choosing, global, 
regional or country data 



ELGDB - Data access and data download

• Environment Live downloader: 
https://environmentlive.unep.org/downloader
Allows the user to select a list of indicators, filter global, 
regional or/and list of countries and download. 



https://environmentlive.unep.org/downloader



https://environmentlive.unep.org/downloader



https://environmentlive.unep.org/downloader



https://environmentlive.unep.org/statistics



https://environmentlive.unep.org/statistics



https://environmentlive.unep.org/statistics
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SEIS-related activities in Central Asia

Joint UNECE/UNEP capacity building workshops:

• April 2017 in Astana focusing on Waste and Water
• October 2017 in Dushanbe focusing on Water and Forest 

accounts
• June 2018 in Bishkek focusing on Biodiversity, Forests 

and Energy
• July 2018 in Astana focusing on Water, Waste and MFA
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SEIS-related activities in Central Asia

Online National State of Environment Report in Kazakhstan

http://newecodoklad.ecogosfond.kz/

And

Online Compact State of Environment report based on EPR

http://envreport.hifzitabiat.tj/
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SEIS-related activities in Kazakhstan
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SEIS-related activities in Tajikistan
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SEIS-related activities in Central Asia

UPCOMING/PLANNED activities

• Kazakh language version of Online 2016 SoER (& 
discussions on possible online version for the 2017 SoER
report as well once available)

• Possible support to KAZ on completing the production and 
online sharing of the full list of 42 ECE indicators

• Support to TAJ and to KYR in the production and online 
sharing of ECE environmental indicators



Shared Environmental Information System

Support to SEIS establishment in Europe and Central Asia

Project: 

Improved environmental monitoring and assessment in
support of the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda in
South-Eastern Europe, Central Asia and the Caucasus

ENV IRONMENT



ENVIRONMENT

Armenia, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, the former 
Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia, Georgia, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan 

and Tajikistan

Target countries

Duration

Main objectives

 To strengthen capacities of 
national environmental 
authorities and statistical 
agencies to collect, produce data  
in accordance with SEIS

 To improve accessibility and use 
of regularly updated and high 
quality environmental indicators, 
within the framework of SEIS, to 
respond to international 
indicator‐based reporting 
obligations, including monitoring 
progress towards the Sustainable 
Development Goals.

January2018‐
December 2021

Project: Improved environmental monitoring and assessment in support of 
the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda in South-Eastern Europe, Central 

Asia and the Caucasus

Implemented by UNECE in cooperation with UNEP and 
supported by EEA and UNCTs

and funded by the UN Development Account



ENVIRONMENT

Planned activities in Kazakhstan

 Development of a gap analysis review on SEIS establishment, environmental data and 
information to cover the production of regional/international environmental indicators and 
development of a national workplan or roadmap to enhance national SEIS establishment

 National training session to streamline the production of regionally and internationally agreed 
environmental data flows and indicators

 Advisory missions by UNEP and UNECE to support in regular environmental monitoring and 
assessment as part of preparing national roadmaps to monitor the SDGs

 National capacity-building workshop to improve the institutional knowledge base for data 
collection standards and the use of monitoring and assessment tools for regular indicator-based 
assessments to measure progress towards the environment-related SDGs 

 Two regional capacity building workshops with participation of Kazakhstan

Other activities:
 Development of guidelines on addressing specific human and institutional capacity needs 
 Development of a SEIS e-learning platform



Thank you

Mr. Matthew Billot, UN Environment (UNEP) 


